
SWANS, GEESE, & DUCKS
Greater White-fronted Goose
Snow Goose
Ross's Goose†
Cackling Goose
Canada Goose
Brant
Mute Swan†(i)
Trumpeter Swan (r-i)
Tundra Swan
Wood Duck
Gadwall
American Wigeon
American Black Duck
Mallard
Blue-winged Teal
Northen Shoveler
Northern Pintail
Green-winged Teal
Canvasback
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup
Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Black Scoter
Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead
Common Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck
GAMEBIRDS
Gray Partridge (i)
Ring-necked Pheasant (i)
Wild Turkey
Northern Bobwhite
LOON
Common Loon
GREBES
Pied-billed Grebe
Horned Grebe
Red-necked Grebe†
Eared Grebe†
Western Grebe†
PELICAN
American White Pelican
CORMORANT
Double-crested Cormorant
BITTERNS & HERONS
American Bi2ern
Least Bi2ern

Great Blue Heron
Great Egret
Snowy Egret‡
Li2le Blue Heron†
Ca2le Egret
Green Heron
Black-crowned Night-Heron
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron†
VULTURE
Turkey Vulture
OSPREY, KITES, HAWKS,
& EAGLES
Osprey
Mississippi Kite‡
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Northern Goshawk†
Red-shouldered Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Swainson's Hawk†
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle†
FALCONS
American Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Prairie Falcon‡
RAILS, MOORHEN, & COOT
King Rail
Virginia Rail
Sora
Common Moorhen†
American Coot
CRANES
Sandhill Crane
Whooping Crane (r-i)
PLOVERS
Black-bellied Plover
American Golden Plover
Semipalmated Plover
Piping Plover‡
Kildeer
AVOCET
American Avocet†
SANDPIPERS, PHALAROPES,
& ALLIES
Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs
Solitary Sandpiper
Willet†
Spo2ed Sandpiper

Upland Sandpiper†
Hudsonian Godwit†
Marbled Godwit‡
Ruddy Turnstone†
Red Knot‡
Sanderling†
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Western Sandpiper†
Least Sandpiper
White-rumped Sandpiper
Baird's Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Dunlin
S1lt Sandpiper
Buff-breasted Sandpiper†
Short-billed Dowitcher
Long-billed Dowitcher†
Wilson's Snipe
American Woodcock
Wilson's Pharlarope
Red-necked Phalarope‡
GULLS & TERNS
Franklin's Gull†
Bonaparte's Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Thayer's Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Glaucous Gull‡
Caspian Tern
Common Tern
Forster's Tern
Least Tern‡
Black Tern
PIGEON & DOVE
Rock Pigeon (i)
Mourning Dove
CUCKOOS
Black-billed Cuckoo
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
BARN OWL
Barn Owl‡
TYPICAL OWLS
Eastern Screech-Owl
Great Horned Owl
Snowy Owl‡
Barred Owl
Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl
Northern Saw-whet Owl
NIGHTJARS
Common Nighthawk
Chuck-will's-widow‡
Whip-poor-will

SWIFT
Chimney Swi"
HUMMINGBIRD
Ruby-throated Hummingbird
KINGFISHER
Belted Kingfisher
WOODPECKERS
Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
FLYCATCHERS
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Acadian Flycatcher
Alder Flycatcher
Willow Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe
Great Crested Flycatcher
Western Kingbird‡
Eastern Kingbird
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher‡
SHRIKES
Loggerhead Shrike
Northern Shrike
VIREOS
White-eyed Vireo
Bell's Vireo
Yellow-throated Vireo
Blue-headed Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Philadelphia Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
JAY & CROW
Blue Jay
American Crow
LARK
Horned Lark
SWALLOWS
Purple Mar1n
Tree Swallow
N. Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Barn Swallow
CHICKADEE & TITMOUSE
Black-capped Chickadee
Tu"ed Titmouse

NUTHATCHES & CREEPER
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
WRENS
Carolina Wren
Bewick's Wren‡
House Wren
Winter Wren
Sedge Wren
Marsh Wren
KINGLETS & GNATCATCHER
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
THRUSHES
Eastern Bluebird
Townsend's Solitaire‡
Veery
Grey-cheeked Thrush
Swainson's Thrush
Hermit Thrush
Wood Thrush
American Robin
Varied Thrush‡
MIMICS
Grey Catbird
Northern Mockingbird†
Brown Thrasher
STARLING
European Starling (i)
PIPIT
American Pipit
WAXWINGS
Bohemian Waxwing‡
Cedar Waxwing
WOODWARBLERS
Blue-winged Warbler
Golden-winged Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Orange-crowned Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Northern Parula
Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Magnolia Warbler
Cape May Warbler
Black-throated Blue Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated Green Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Yellow-throated Warbler
Pine Warbler
Prairie Warbler‡

Palm Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Cerulean Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
American Redstart
Prothonotary Warbler
Worm-eated Warbler†
Swainson's Warbler‡
Northern Waterthrush
Louisiana Waterthrush
Kentucky Warbler
Connec1cut Warbler
Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Hooded Warbler
Wilson's Warbler
Canada Warbler
Yellow-breasted Chat
TANAGERS
Summer Tanager
Scarlet Tanager
SPARROWS
Spo2ed Towhee‡
Eastern Towhee
American Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Clay-colored Sparrow
Field Sparrow
Vesper Sparrow
Lark Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Grasshopper Sparrow
Henslow's Sparrow
Le Conte's Sparrow†
Nelson's Sharp-tailed
Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Harris's Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Lapland Longspur
Snow Bun1ng
CARDINALS & GROSBEAKS
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Black-headed Grosbeak‡
Blue Grosbeak‡
Indigo Bun1ng
Dickcissel
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BLACKBIRDS
Bobolink
Red-winged Blackbird
Eastern Meadowlark
Western Meadowlark
Yellow-headed Blackbird
Rusty Blackbird
Brewer's Blackbird
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Orchard Oriole
Bal1more Oriole
FINCHES
Pine Grosbeak‡
Purple Finch
House Finch
Red Crossbill†
Common Redpoll
Pine Siskin
American Goldfinch
Evening Grosbeak†
OLD WORLD SPARROW
House Sparrow (i)

ACCIDENTALS/VERY RARE
Ruffed Grouse
Glossy Ibis
White-faced Ibis
Gyrfalcon
Purple Gallinule
Purple Sandpiper
Northern Hawk-Owl
Boreal Owl
Black-backed Woodpecker
Violet-green Swallow
Townsend's Warbler
Kirtland's Warbler
Western Tanager
Green-tailed Towhee
Black-throated Sparrow
Hoary Redpoll
Barnacle Goose
Red-throated Loon
Pacific Loon
Magificent Frigatebird
Swallow-tailed Kite
Black Rail
Ivory Gull
Black-billed Magpie
Lark Bun1ng
Common Ground-Dove
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SYMBOL KEY
† Irregular (4-7 yrs in 10 yr period)
‡ Casual (1-3 yrs in 10 yr period)
(i) introduced species
(r-i) was na1ve and re-introduced

ABOUT WINNEBAGO COUNTY
Located in northern Illinois,
Winnebago has done an excellent
job conserving good habitat for
birds.

Four rivers run through the
county: Rock, Kishwaukee, Sugar,
& Pecatonica. The birding is best
along these river corridors, but
Rock Cut State Park is probably
the best single loca1on for diver-
sity of species.

Spring and fall migra1on are the
best 1mes to bird, but nearly any-
1me of the year can be produc-
1ve. Some of the most
spectacular sigh1ngs occur in the
solitude of winter.

EXTRA INFORMATION

Sand Bluff Bird Observatory: Part of the colored Sands Forest Pre-
serve, SBBO conducts bird banding during spring and fall migra1on.
This is not only an excellent way to view birds up close, but also ex-
tremely important for bird monitoring data collec1on.
Nygren Wetlands: This preserve was established by the Natural Land
Ins1tute of Rockford and provides a unique wetland habitat rare to
the county. Nygren provides nes1ng areas for bi2erns and night-
herons among others.
Winnebago County Forest Preserves: The main reason the county has
so much protected land is because of WCFP. Around 10,000 of the
18,000 protected acres of the county are part of the Forest Preserve
system.
Rockford Park District: has preserved 4,400 acres in the county, al-
though some of this is for golf courses and not that valuable to bird-
ers.
Illinois Department of Natural Resources: runs Rock Cut State Park,
perhaps the best birding loca1on in the county. Also is responsible for
a few smaller preserves, some of which are private. Rock Cut can be
crowded in summer, especially on weekends, so plan accordingly.

Feel free to print as many copies as you want and distribute this
checklist freely. It is our goal to promote the excellent birding in
Winnebago County. For more details on places to bird, check out
the website: www.birdfreak.com/winnebago.

If you have an odd sigh.ng or find an error in this checklist, contact
the Birdfreak Team at birdfreak@birdfreak.com

Last updated: 5 February 2007

BIRDFREAK
The Birdfreak Team is proud to present this Checklist of the
Winnebago County Birds.

The Birdfreak Birding Team was created in 2006 as a way to pro-
mote the joys of birding and the importance of conserva.on to help
our birds.

We are a small team of birders located in Rockford, Illinois.

FIELD CHECKLIST OF BIRDS
Winnebago County, Illinois

Created by the Birdfreak Team
www.birdfreak.com/winnebago

Adapted from the NCIOS Bird Checklist

Date_____________________
Time_____________________

Loca1ons______________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Weather_______________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Birders________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Total Species Seen________

Notes_________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
For best use, print double-sided, short-edge and fold in thirds.

Take this checklist out in the field every .me you go birding and
ALWAYS have fun!!


